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Methodology
Purpose
The principal objective of this study is to provide a robust set of 
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Methodology
Å Development forms a signiþcant part of the overall composition or 

view.

Determining Sensitivity of the Landscape
The assessment considers the sensitivity of the environment that could 
be affected, the scenic quality and value and the ability of the landscape to 
accommodate change.

Sensitivity to Change
Sensitivity to change considers the extent to which the landscape can 
accommodate and tolerate the type of proposed change.  Although all the 
ROA’s are either within an Area of Panoramic Quality or National Scenic 
Area, there are still differing qualities within these areas and differing 
capacities to tolerate change.  Sensitivity has therefore been ranked as 
High, Medium or Low.

High Sensitivity
Å where the landscape would be susceptible to relatively small 
 changes by development; 
Å where there are little or no landscape features with which to set 

development into the landscape;
Å where landscape features or slopes would need to be excessively 
modiþed to accommodate development;
Å where the changed landscape is an important element in a wider 

view.

Medium Sensitivity
Å where the landscape would be reasonably tolerant of changes by 

proposed development; 
Å where there are some existing landscape features with which to set 

development into the landscape;
Å where some change to features or slopes would need to be 
 undertaken to accommodate development;
Å where the changed landscape is a moderately important element in 

a wider view.

Low Sensitivity
Å where the landscape would be tolerant of changes by 
 proposed development as existing features could be 
 utilised/enhanced to set development into the landscape; 
Å where the changed landscape would not feature as part of a wider 

view.

Capacity to accommodate development
Having considered and assessed the scenic quality and sensitivity to 
change of the landscape, the ability of each ROA to accommodate 
development has been determined; this has been done by assessing the 
ROA’s as follows:



Argyll and Bute 

GILLESPIES

Landscape Capacity Study

May 2010 4

Landscape Character - Islay
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

Islay
Islay is the most southerly of the Hebridian islands.  Its complex geology results 
in a diverse landscape character, from the large scale undulating moorland 
plateau to extensive areas of low-lying bog with large sandy beaches, tidal 
mudÿats and sand dunes.  

The island has a rocky coastline with steep cliffs and narrow inlets and the north 
west coast beneþts form wind blown shell sand (providing a fertile, agricultural 
soil) and peat (found on the moorland plateau) which is used for distilling 
whiskey.

Landscape Characteristics
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Landscape Character - Islay

Å Scattered, isolated farms reached by narrow, winding moorland 
roads;
Å Exposed and windswept;
Å Numerous archaeological sites.

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 
the proposed type of development, within this landscape type are:

Å The open, windswept character of the upland plateau and coastal 
fringes should be conserved – woodland should not be extended to 


