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As I am sure you are aware, this week saw the ruling from the Supreme Court 
that four provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill are outside the devolved legislative competence 
of the Scottish Parliament.  I hope the technical issues can be resolved quickly 
and that in the meantime we can continue to make progress in making rights 
real for Scotland’s children.   
 
Can I also draw your attention to the ask from CPCScotland (number 1 in the 
bulletin) which outlines our ask for help in identifying organisations who work 
with groups or individuals who might be interested in giving us their views on 
our neglect campaign messaging.   
 
 
As always, if you have anything from your area you think would be of interest to 
others across Scotland please get in touch with Susan Mitchell at 

cpcscotland-
liaison@strath.ac.uk to discuss information we could include in Keeping 
Connected. 
 
   
Keep safe. 
 
Alan Small CPCScotland Chair 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
1 Neglect campaign seeks support from CPCScotland partners 
 
CPCScotland have had some very interesting discussions about the language 
used in child protection recently and some of the feedback we received about 
our proposed neglect campaign caused us to pause for thought. We agree that’s 
important to work towards language which avoids stigmatisation, particularly of 
families who are experiencing real difficulties, and have decided to delay the 
launch of the campaign until early 2022 to allow our communications specialist 
to undertake a consultation and listening exercise.  
  
We are particularly looking to speak to family support groups and adults who 
have experienced neglect. We want to talk to them about what themes a neglect 
campaign should concentrate on and what kind of language we should use. We 
hope to start meetings/discussions towards the end of October, and discussions 
will be very informal.  Any support you can give us to build the campaign will be 
gratefully received so if you have contact with any organisations who run family 
support groups or support individuals within your area and who might be able to 
help, we’d love to hear from you.  

Contact details for organisations should be sent to cpcscotland-
liaison@strath.ac.uk  and will be forwarded on to our Communications 
Consultant who will make contact to discuss in more detail what would be 
involved. 

2 UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill – Supreme Court 
Ruling 
 
The UK Supreme Court has ruled that four provisions of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill are outside 
the devolved legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament. This means that 
these aspects of the Bill will need to be reconsidered by the Scottish Parliament.  
 
Scottish Government Ministers have pledged that the Scottish Government is 
committed to incorporating the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC) into domestic law to the maximum extent possible after the UK 
Supreme Court ruling.   
Pledge on children’s rights - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
‘Together’ has published a short blog article summarising the background to the 
case, what the judges said and what could happen next along with a social 
media pack to help inform communications you may which to put out. 
Supreme Court Judgment: here’s what you need to know – Together (Scottish 
Alliance for Children's Rights) (togetherscotland.blog) 
Social_media – Dropbox

mailto:cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk
https://www.gov.scot/news/pledge-on-childrens-rights/
https://togetherscotland.blog/2021/10/06/supreme-court-judgment-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://togetherscotland.blog/2021/10/06/supreme-court-judgment-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p14i9pdtwkhltba/AAD451dDG5SLc0PGjgMZ9E3Fa?dl=0
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swinney_06-10-2021-21441.pdf (togetherscotland.org.uk) 
 

Guidance, Resources and Information 
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https://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/media/2102/swinney_06-10-2021-21441.pdf
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/6331-reviewing-and-learning-from-the-deaths-of-children-and-young-people-in-scotland
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/6331-reviewing-and-learning-from-the-deaths-of-children-and-young-people-in-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/tackling-child-poverty-priority-families-overview/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/7477/documents/78447/default/
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7 Cyber Scotland  
 
This September bulletin is now available and includes information for students 
and their parents as colleges and universities return. 
September 2021 – Cyber Scotland 
 
8 Securing Safety – the use of out of area placements, or 
‘relocations’ as a response to extra-familial harm in adolescence 
 
Since early 2019 the Contextual Safeguarding programme has been carrying out 
research into the use of out of area placements, or ‘relocations’ as a response to 
extra-familial harm in adolescence. The Network have produced a range of 
resources based on the findings of this research.  Resources include 

 A blog 

https://www.cyberscotland.com/september-2021/
https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/en/blog/2021/securing-safety-understanding-the-use-of-out-of-area-placements-as-a-response-to-extra-familial-harm-in-adolescence
https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/en/blog/2021/securing-safety-understanding-the-use-of-out-of-area-placements-as-a-response-to-extra-familial-harm-in-adolescence
https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/en/resources/practice-guides-and-resources/practice-guides
https://www.csnetwork.org.uk/en/resources/briefings/research-briefings
https://www.scie.org.uk/strengths-based-approaches/leadership/webinar20211006
https://www.scie.org.uk/strengths-based-approaches/leadership/webinar20211006
mailto:maureen.gordon@aocpp.org.uk?subject=A%20Trauma-Informed%20Approach%20to%20Engaging%20Parents%2FCarers%20with%20SPR's%20%20(Wed%2013-Oct-21)
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11 Child Mental Health 
 
The Association for Child and Adolescent Mental Health (ACAMH) has released a 
podcast discussing attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), self-harm, 
and the importance of early childhood intervention. 
ADHD, Self-Harm, and the Importance of Early Childhood Intervention - In 
Conversation with Dr. Melissa Mulraney - ACAMH

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F11s8GQ2Ztr9FiT2hR3FpWaeKnx&data=04%7C01%7Csusan.mitchell%40strath.ac.uk%7C8a5784914e0f4789d41f08d98c975848%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C637695403940727266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BOOx7Fgsik4via8Xxj0cd/t-GBx
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/childline-posters-wallet-cards?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Childline%20posters&utm_campaign=20211011_KIS_CASPAR_October11
https://www.cyberscotland.com/cyber-security-advice-for-students/
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also have information on how to recognise genuine HMRC contact and how to 
avoid and report scams on their website 
 

https://www.mynewsdesk.com/uk/hm-revenue-customs-hmrc/pressreleases/hmrc-warns-students-of-scams-3126685
https://www.mynewsdesk.com/uk/hm-revenue-customs-hmrc/pressreleases/hmrc-warns-students-of-scams-3126685
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/check-a-list-of-genuine-hmrc-contacts
https://www.gov.uk/report-suspicious-emails-websites-phishing/report-hmrc-phishing-emails-texts-and-phone-call-scams
https://www.gov.uk/report-suspicious-emails-websites-phishing/report-hmrc-phishing-emails-texts-and-phone-call-scams
https://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/sites/default/files/publication/download/CentreforMentalHealth_OutOfSight_PDF_4.pdf
https://www.womensaid.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Roadmap_Report_280921.pdf
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https://www.hestia.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=9e80d4ef-5910-470d-b46a-968facba852d
https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-worlds-children-2021
https://www.pause.org.uk/what-we-do/influencing/letterbox-contact/
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 The Scottish Sunday Post are reporting on their investigation which has 

found that the number of at-risk children referred to protection agencies 
decreased during the COVID-19 lockdowns, and experts are concerned 
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Please let us know what you think about the bulletin and provide information for 
inclusion in future editions.  Contact Alan Small or Susan Mitchell at cpcscotland-
liaison@strath.ac.uk. 
   
Please note that the information included in this bulletin is provided in good 
faith. Inclusion does not indicate CPCScotland endorsement of the content of the 
linked documents or websites. 
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