Argyll and Bute Council: Equality and Socio-Economic Impact Assessment

Section 1: About the proposal

Title of Proposal

Reduction of the Educational Psychology Service by 22%.

Intended outcome of proposal

Budget reductions.

Description of proposal

Reduction of the number of educational psychologists from 6.8 full time equivalent (FTE)
to 5.0 FTE with a continued expectation that services will be delivered across 80 schools
and school communities. This will necessitate a complete service redesign to ensure that
the service continues to deliver statutory duties with maximum impact for children and
young people, including those with additional support needs and disabilities as well as
working to reduce the poverty related attainment gap.

Business Outcome(s) / Corporate Outcome(s) to which the proposal contributes

BO108 All our Children and Young People are Supported to Realise Their Potential

Lead officer details:

Name of lead officer Roslyn Redpath
Job title Principal Educational Psychologist
Department Education

Appropriate officer details:
Name of appropriate officer

| Education

Sign off of EQSEIA
Anne Paterson

Date of sign off 30.1.20

Discussion with educational psychologists.

Data

Information from the Educational Psychology database and engagement with
stakeholders.




Other information

Reference to legislation, including the Equality Act 2010 and Scottish Government policy
drivers.

| Gaps in evidence

Until any service redesign is required, evaluation of new models is not possible and
therefore the full impact of a reduced Educational Psychology Service will not be clear
until that time.
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How has ‘due regard’ been given to any negative impacts that have been identified?

The risks of making the proposed budget savings and the likely consequences have been
outlined clearly within the papers being submitted for consideration by Elected Members.

Section 4: Interdependencies

Is this proposal likely to have any knock-on effects for

any




